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Officers

2001 -2002 CLUR OFFICIERS
President || Jan Biown
i Lsr Vice Presadent || Jan Ward
=, 2nd Vice President || Mani Warcen
QE g = Seererary || Deborah Purtell
£ §> Treusurer || Sue Spices
GARDEN TOUR COMMITTEE
Co- Chairmen || Lauric Kinghon
Kathie Rodden
Marti Warcen
Publicity || Rene Whitelay
Personne] || Kathie Rodden
Tickets || Tibby Caffee
Program || Deboruh Purell
Event Logistics || Lorraine Jost
Luncheon || Kim Renda
Gardeners Boutique || Cacalyn Quinn

Wi wish to thank zll the Garden Partners, Garden Angels. Ticket Greeters, Ad Volumieer:, Boutigue
Woekers, 3ign Mzkess . . . . for without your help and support we woald oot have been sble 1o put oo
"The Seered Gurdens of Ambers! Village,™ Also a very special thunks w cur Past Presiden: Cinger
Tirown, for all ker belp aod sopport through the planning of this event.

CIVIC PRINDE

It is with efwie gride that the members of the Amherst Garden Clal are involve! m e beaclilcation of
the public areas not cnly in Ambecst but also io the surrownding lowns, The club speods tbe sprng and
susnmer plaoting and osbwainiog gadens fore veryone's eopoyment, These include pardens at the Ambarac
Libeary, gurdens ut Town Hall, & punden located behind the Historical Socicty Wigeram buseum, a
parden zt the entranee to the village ab Main Strect and Armherst Street, and the Triatele perenmial
pardet acroes Trom rhe 'obics Siathon, Upkesp duties inclwde tomstimes daily walering and deadhead-
ing that go along with such beautiful Fardens.
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Purtell Garden Entrance
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Purtell Garden

JEFFERSONIAN STYLE
201 Boston Posr Road

Known as the “best huilt hoose in town,” this gracions,
Federal stvle brick home hus boen a landmark sines
1825, when it was built for Atlomey Robent Means, In
Morwin and Elizabeth Bean, noted philanthropists and
fennders of the Bean Foundaliom, fived hers from 1900
1o 1960, The current owners, Deborah and Joff Puncll,
have lovingly restored and expanded the honw and Jeffersomian gardens to the grandsur you
see today,

The long, curving dovewsay creates a dramatic entrance to this important home, while offering
the visitor a view of the pond, the formal flower gardens, and the molling lawns. 4 continunes
grassy commdor, Mlunked by symmeineal gardens, lewds o e fronl entmnee. Turipers, yews,
hilacs, crabapples, and rhododamdrons provide form and interest in every season. Approaching
the patia outside the kitchen doar, one sees the practical herb garden and a dramaric white birch,
planted for sommer shade and winter interest. Granite benches provide & resting place for the
gardener and the visitar,

Deborah says, “We love masses of color, from the wonderful irises and peonies of spring to the
vellow lemnon lilies, Tacy pink astilbes, sirdy white dziries, deep gold radhekia and starely hlue
globe thistles of summer™ Her sceret is featunng reluble, hw-maintenance perennials with
long blooming periods, intcrspersed with splashes of colorful annuals in selected locations.

The stonewalls along the doveway, created from several ald walls on the famm, provided new
cppoertunitics for landscaping with sedum, potentilla, snd fairy Toses. The little white “pig house™
next o the tennis court is the last remaining agriculwral buildiog on the estate. The pond, added
during the rencvation, is an essential part of the overall landscape plan, Mot only does it attract
a variety of wildlife throuphour the vear, it also furnishes water for the underground irrigation
gyareim that enables the Purtells to maintain such extensive gardens.
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Purtell Garden View 1
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Purtell Garden View 2
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Purtell Garden View 3
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Purtell Garden View 4
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Purtell Garden View 5
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Steele Garden Entrance
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Steele Garden

THE STEELE GARDENS
3 Mack Hill

This 20{-ycar-old center ball Colonial, situated at the comer
ulMlack Hill and Manchesler R, is sumounded by expansive
open pastures and a hardwood rail fence. A lange vanety of
moples and caks form a welcoming canopy as vou make the
glow climb up the driveway to the home of Sheila and Eill
Steele. The large baro on the left bas served mmany purposss,
meluding housing a meat-packing plant. The cold roomn and
overhead pulleys are still in place in the barn.

When the Steeles moved in seven vears ago, there were no gardens or shrubs, as the Tawn ended
at the foundation. They designed their first garden around the solarivm located at the back of
the house. A fish pand was later added, and the working preenhonsze was erected in 1998, using
granite from the old quarry an the property, A classically designed English herh gurden adds
inferest to the swimming pool arca. Another small garden featurss a Gingho tree, surmounded by
a palelle of yellow Lilies, white rockel snapdeagons, potentilla, parple bachalm, and ukerfly
kush, The Man Chin omamental cherry tree near the kitchen window anchots a traditional
perennial sarden, which featores old-fashioned perenmials such as purple asters, coreopeis,
miniature rozes, evening primroses, balloon Howers, foverfew, and phlox. Many varctics have
mmved with the Steeles from house m house, and seme oripinally came from s grandmaother’s
gerdchi: morc than thirty yoars ago.

Sheila’s gardens have been blessed with grest topsoil und sided by penerous supplies of water
and compast. Her real secrel, though, is the result of the decisions she made after reading The
Chemics] Free Lawr vears age. She uses only nontexic producl end picks insects by hand, An
ardeat ofganic gardener, she says, “T have ugs and [ live with them ™ Her philosophy is “don’t
be afraid to make mistakes — redoing is part of the fun! Gandening is elways a work in progress,™
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Steele Garden View 1
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Steele Garden View 2
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Steele Garden View 3
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Steele Garden View 4
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Steele Garden View 5
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Steele Garden View 6
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